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Plants and Global Change

The 121st SBI Congtress aims to tackle the complex issue of how global changes impact the plant world.
This will be achieved by holding a series of thematic symposia to showcase the latest scientific findings
in this area. Global changes impact plants and plant communities in various ways. These include rising
temperatures, shifting precipitation patterns and an increase in extreme weather events and wildfires.
These drivers jeopardise biodiversity by inducing altered phenology, water and heat stress, shifts in
species distribution, and an increased risk of extinction for the most vulnerable species. Furthermore,
such stressors compromise photosynthetic efficiency and carbon sequestration capacity, rendering
species increasingly susceptible to biotic threats and environmental pollutants.

Scientific committee:

Antonella Canini (Universita di Roma Tor Vergata); Barbara Baldan (Universita di Padova), Anna Maria
Mercuri (Universita di Modena e Reggio Emilia), Gianni Sacchetti (Universita di Ferrara), Giovanni
Spampinato (Universita di Reggio Calabria), Roberto Venanzoni (Universita di Perugia), Giuseppe
Venturella (Universita di Palermo), Carmelo Maria Musarella (Universita di Reggio Calabria), Giuseppina
Alongi (Universita di Catania), Gianni Bedini (Universita di Pisa), Giulia Caneva (Universita di Roma
Tre), Daniela Ciccarelli (Universita di Pisa), Annalena Cogoni (Universita di Cagliari), Gianniantonio
Domina (Universita di Palermo), Gabriele Galasso (Comune di Milano), Marta Galloni (Universita di
Bologna), Salvatore Lenucci (Universita del Salento), Guido Lingua (Universita del Piemonte), Stefano
Loppi (Universita di Siena), Alessia Masi (Sapienza Universita di Roma), Simone Orsenigo (Universita di
Pavia), Alessio Papini (Universita di Firenze), Ferrucci Poli (Universita di Bologna), Leonardo Rosati
(Universita della Basilicata), Francesco Tarantino (Lecce), Solveig Tosi (Universita di Pavia)

Organizing committee: Giovanni Spampinato, Carmelo Maria Musarella, Serafino Cannavo, Valentina
Lucia Astrid Laface, Antonio Morabito, Miriam Patti.
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Preliminary program

Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Aula Magna “A. Quistelli” Mediterranean University of Reggio Calabria
08:30 — 09:30 Registration

09:30 — 10:00 Opening ceremony and institutional greetings

Prof. Giuseppe Zimbalatti: Magnificent Chancellor of the Mediterranean University
of Reggio Calabria

Prof. Marco Poiana: Director of the AGRARIA Department
Prof. Antonella Canini: President of Italian Botanical Society

Other institutional representatives to be confirmed

In memory of Sandro Pignatti
(Chairpersons: Francesco Maria Raimondo)
10:00 — 10:30 Enrico Feoli
10:30 — 11:00 Coffee Break
I Symposium

PLANT DIVERSITY AND BIOLOGICAL CONSERVATION
IN A CHANGING WORLD

(Chairpersons: )

Key words: ~ Plant conservation, Climate change, Land-use change, Archaecobotany, Biological
invasion, Natural selection, Taxonomic advances, Vegetation, Functional traits and Life
strategies, Agrobiodiversity, Biodiversity informatics, Phylogeography, Plant
macroecology, Biodiversity modelling (SDMs — Species Distribution Models),
Conservation policies, CITES

11:00 - 11:35 Invited lecture (25+10 min.):
11.35-13:00 Communications (10 + 5 min)
13:00 - 14:30  Lunch break

14:30 - 16:30  Communications (10 + 5 min)
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16:30 = 17.00 Coffee Break

17:00 - 19:00 Public event (in Italian)

ALBERI MONUMENTALI E BOSCHI VETUSTI
UN PATRIMONIO DA CONOSCERE E PROTEGGERE
Chairpersons: Francesco Tarantino

19:00-20:30 Folk concert and welcome cocktail

Thursday, 3rd September 2026
IT Symposium
PLANT AND HABITAT MONITORING
Chairpersons:

Key words:  Bioindicators, Natura 2000 Network, EEC 42/93 Habitat Directive, Plant and
community dynamics, Phytoremediation, Habitat restoration, Conservation priorities
and Habitat assessments, Red list, Field and remote monitoring, Floristic knowledge,
Forestry, Monumental trees, Old growth forests, Palynology, Vegetation resurvey,
Long-term ecological monitoring, Citizen science in plant monitoring, Forest ecology
and management

90:00 — 10:45 Communications
10:45 - 11:00 Coffee Break
III Symposium
BIOLOGICAL INTERACTIONS
Chairpersons:

Key words:  Interspecific and Intraspecific Interactions, Plant—Microbe Interactions, Reproductive
Strategies, Pollination, Facilitation, Competition, Applied symbiotic interactions,
Functional and integrative biology, Plant—soil feedback, Trophic networks, Co-
evolution, Chemical ecology, Invasion ecology

11:00 — 13:00 Communications (10 + 5 minutes)
13:00 — 14:00 Lunch break

14:00 — 16:30 Public event (in Italian)



2 % I . . .
o/ e ‘ 121° Congtesso della Societa Botanica Italiana onlus
S JGa 52 XITINTERNATIONAL PLANT SCIENCE CONFERENCE (IPSC)

LA ‘RESTORATION ECOLOGY’ E IL ‘REGOLAMENTO PER IL RIPRISTINO DELLA
NATURA’ SOSTENGONO LA CENTRALITA DEL PIANO DELLA NATURA PER IL

16:30 — 17:00
17:00 — 18:30
19:00 — 20:00
21:00

FUTURO DELLE CITTA.
Chairpersons: C. Blasi

Coffee Break

General Meeting of the Italian Botanical Society (members only)

Guided City Tour (to be confirmed)

Congress Social Dinner

Friday, 4th September 2026

Key words:

9:00 — 10:45

10:45 - 11:15

Key words:

11:15 - 13:00

IV Symposium

PLANT CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY,
GENETICS AND BIOTECHNOLOGIES

Chairpersons:

Plant breeding, Gene regulation, Genome editing, Stress responses, Plant growth,
Morphogenesis, Biotechnologies, Transcriptomics, Proteomics, Metabolomics,
Epigenetics, Single-cell biology, Plant signaling pathways, Plant developmental genetics,
Synthetic biology, Plant phenotyping platforms, Conservation genomics

Communications

Coffee Break

V Symposium
ETHNOBOTANY AND NATURAL PRODUCTS
THROUGH SUSTAINABILITY

Chairpersons:

Biomolecules, Plant products, Plant biostimulants, Medicinal plants, Food plants,
Cultural heritage, Phytochemistry, Plant metabolites, Chemotaxonomy, Traditional
Ecological Knowledge, Sustainable harvesting, Green extraction technologies,
Pharmacognosy, Nutraceuticals, Crop Wild Relatives, Agroecology

Communications
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13:00 — 14:00

14:00 — 15:45

15:45 — 16:00

16:00—- 17.00

TLunch break

PARALLEL SESSIONS OF ORAL POSTER PRESENTATIONS

Oral poster presentations (2 + 1 minutes) in 4 parallel sessions

Parallel session Al (Chairperson: ) 1.1 Plant conservation, 1.2 Climate change, 1.3
Land-use change, 1.4 Archaecobotany, 1.5 Biological invasion, 1.6 Natural selection, 1.7
Taxonomic advances, 1.8 Vegetation, 1.9 Functional traits and Life strategies, 1.10
Agrobiodiversity

Parallel session B1 (Chairperson: ): 2.1 Bioindicators, 2.2 Natura 2000 Network, 2.3
EEC 42/93 Habitat Directive, 2.4 Plant and community dynamics, 2.5
Phytoremediation, 2.6 Habitat restoration, 2.7 Conservation priorities and Habitat
assessments, 2.8 Red lists, 2.9 Field and remote monitoring, 2.10 Floristic knowledge, ,
2.14 Palynology, 2.15 Vegetation resurvey, 2.16 Long-term ecological monitoring, 2.17
Citizen science in plant monitoring

Parallel session C1 (Chairperson:): 3.1 Interspecific and Intraspecific Interactions, 3.2
Plant—Microbe Interactions, 3.3 Reproductive Strategies, 3.4 Pollination, 3.5 Facilitation,
3.6 Competition, 3.7 Applied symbiotic interactions, 3.8 Functional and integrative
biology, 3.9 Plant—soil feedback, 3.10 Trophic networks, 3.11 Co-evolution, 3.12
Chemical ecology, 3.13 Invasion ecology

Parallel session D1 (Chairperson:): 4.1 Plant breeding, 4.2 Gene regulation, 4.3
Genome editing, 4.4 Stress responses, 4.5 Plant growth, 4.6 Morphogenesis, 4.7
Biotechnologies, 4.8 Transcriptomics, proteomics, metabolomics, 4.9 Epigenetics, 4.10
Single-cell biology, 4.11 Plant signaling pathways, 4.12 Plant developmental genetics,
4.13 Synthetic biology, 4.14 Plant phenotyping platforms, 4.15 Conservation genomics

Coffee Break

Parallel session A2 (Chairperson: ) 1.11 Biodiversity informatics, 1.12 Phylogeography,
1.13 Plant macroecology, 1.14 Biodiversity modelling (SDMs — Species Distribution
Models), 1.15 Conservation policies, 1.16 CITES

Parallel session B2 (Chairperson: ): 2.11 Forestry, 2.12 Monumental trees, 2.13 Old
growth forests, 2.18 Forest ecology and management

Parallel session C2 (Chairperson:): 5.1 Biomolecules, 5.2 Plant products, 5.3 Plant bio
stimulants, 5.7 Phytochemistry, 5.8 Plant metabolites, 5.9 Chemotaxonomy, 5.12 Green
extraction technologies, 5.13 Pharmacognosy, 5.14 Nutraceuticals, 5.15 Crop Wild
Relatives

Parallel session D2 (Chairperson:): 5.6 Cultural heritage, 5.10 Traditional Ecological
Knowledge, 5.11 Sustainable harvesting, 5.4 Medicinal plants, 5.5 Food plants

17.00 Italian Botanical Society awards
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17:15 Introduction to the excursion

17:30  Congress Closure

Saturday, 5th September 2026

Post-Congress Event

09:00 - 16:00 Field trip in the Aspromonte National Park

N.B. The timetable may be modified
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SCHOLARSHIPS

To encourage young people to participate in the Congress, the Executive Council has decided to establish
scholarships covering registration fees, social dinner, accommodation and travel expenses (travel
expenses will be reimbursed up to a maximum of €200.00) for students, PhD students and research

fellows (including those residing abroad) who submit an abstract and apply to the S.B.1.

Applications, together with a brief curriculum vitae, must be sent to the Secretariat of the Italian Botanical
Society (sbi@unifi.it) at the same time as registration and submission of the abstract. The application
form can be downloaded from the Congress website.

The Board of Directors will award the scholarships.

Winners must be members of the S.B.IL, either at the time of application or after the scholarship has been
awarded.

Candidates will NOT be required to pay the Congress registration fee until the scholarships have been
awarded. Those who have not been awarded a scholarship may still choose to participate by paying the
original amount.
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INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION FEES

As usual, both registration and abstract submission will be exclusively online
(http:/ /www.societabotanicaitaliana.it).

If you encounter any difficulties, please send an e-mail to sbi@unifi.it requesting assistance.

Payment must be made at the time of registration using one of the following methods and writing
‘Participant Name - 121st S.B.I. Congress’ in the reason for payment:

- online from the S.B.I. home page,

- bank transfer to our bank account at Banca Intesa Sanpaolo Filale terzo settore, Toscana nord -
IBAN IT46G0306909606100000019636

The amounts of the fees are by 15/05/2026 after 15/05/2026

Full fee for members who are up to date with their 2026 € 280,00 € 330,00

membership fee

Full price for non-members (or members not up to date € 350,00 € 450,00
with their 2026 membership fee)

Reduced fee for non-tenured members (students, doctoral € 150,00 € 200,00
students, research fellows, etc.) who have paid their 2026
membership dues.

Reduced rate for non-members (or members not up to € 200,00 € 250,00
date with their 2026 membership fee) and non-permanent
employees (students, PhD students, research fellows, etc.)

One-day registration for members who are up to date with € 150,00 € 150,00
their 2026 membership fees

One-day registration for non-members (or members who € 200,00 € 200,00
have not paid their 2026 membership fee)

The registration fee includes lunches and coffee breaks, but does not include the social dinner on 3
September.

In case of non-participation, the registration fee may be refunded up to a maxcimum of 70%, but only if no abstracts have
been submitted and only if notification is received by 1 August 2026.
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INTERNATIONAL DOCTORAL AWARDS

FROM THE ITALIAN BOTANICAL SOCIETY 2026

The awards will be given to four doctoral theses discussed in the three years 2024-2026 on topics related
to General Botany, Systematic Botany, Environmental and Applied Botany, and Pharmaceutical Botany.
The award will be given after the Commission's evaluation and announced by the President of the S.B.1.
during the Members' Meeting at the 121st Congtress in Reggio Calabria.

Theses to be evaluated must be sent to the S.B.I. Secretariat (sbi@unifi.it) no later than 31/05/2026, and
may be submitted by both members and non-members.

The prizes consist of registration for the 121st Congtress, a contribution towards travel expenses (up to
€ 200.00), payment for accommodation and the social dinner. A free one-year membership of the S.B.I.
is also offered.

Candidates will NOT have to pay the Congress registration fee until the scholarships have been awarded.
Those who have not been awarded a scholarship may still choose to participate by paying the non-

increased amount.
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HOW TO GET TO REGGIO CALABRIA
To facilitate your arrival and stay in Reggio Calabria, we provide some useful information.

Reggio Calabria is well-connected by train, plane and sea to various Italian and foreign cities. For this
reason, we invite you to consult the websites of ITA AIRWAYS and RYANAIR for flight connections
and TRENITALIA and ITALO for train arrivals. Alternatively, if you plan to arrive by car from the
north, take the A2 Mediterranean motorway and follow the signs for Reggio Calabria. For those
coming from Sicily, we recommend boarding (on foot) with the LIBERTY LINES company, which
will take you directly to the port of Reggio Calabria (we do not recommend arriving at Villa San
Giovanni because from there you will have to disembark and take a train to Reggio Calabria Lido
railway station, which will lengthen your journey time), you can easily reach the location from the port
by bus, taxi, Uber or on foot. Alternatively, to board by car, you will need to go via Villa San Giovanni
with the RFI or CARONTE&TOURIST ferries.

WHERE TO STAY IN REGGIO CALABRIA

Regarding accommodations, Reggio Calabria has significantly expanded its accommodation capacity
with numerous B&Bs scattered throughout the municipality, but several hotels can be found in
different areas of the city. Most hotels and B&Bs are located in the northern part of the city, between
the port, the university, and the Reggio Calabria Lido train station, but many others are scattered in the
surrounding areas. We recommend focusing on the northern part of the city closest to the conference
venue, which will be held at the Cittadella Universitaria - Via dell'Universita 25 Reggio Calabria.

This link shows the Google Maps location of the Aula Magna Quistelli of the Mediterranean University
of Reggio Calabria, the conference venue:

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Aula+Magna+Quistelli/@38.1212945,15.6590495,172/data=!3
m1!4b114m6!13m5!11s0x131450ebbd32db13:0x83c8d83b44893£6e!8m213d38.121292314d15.6604275!16s
%2Fg%2F11c1xds95kPentry=ttu&g ep=EgovyMDI2ZMDMwMidwIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D

Some examples of hotels offering BB (bed and breakfast) accommodation for single rooms (or double
rooms for single use) and double/twin rooms, excluding tourist tax (€2.50 per day). Almost all hotels
require a deposit at the time of booking.

E' Hotel Reggio Calabriak k% €105 - €135 https://www.chotelreggiocalabria.it/
Grand Hotel Excelsiork k k% €105 - €140 https://www.grandhotelexcelsiorrc.it/
Hotel Continental % % % % €100 - €130 https://www.hotelcontinentalrc.it

Hotel Eubeak %% %€ 98 — 115 https://www.hoteleubea.it

Hotel Lungomare %% € 75-100 http://www.lungomarehotelrc.com

Hotel Palace Masoanti’sk k k€70 - €90 https://palacemasoanris.hottel365.com

Didimos Town Hotel %% % % €120 - €135 https://www.didimos.it/it/ town-hotel/
B&>B

Deluxe B&B Centrocitta % % %k Bassa stagione: from €40-€70 http://www.bbcentrocitta.it/
Antares B&B %% % % Camere from €29-€67 https://www.antaresbeb.com/
B&B Santa Caterina % % %% Camere matrimoniali from €48 https://www.bb-santacaterina.it/
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPILING ABSTRACTS AND POSTERS

Abstracts must be compiled in accordance with the instructions below and sent to the S.B.I. via the
reserved area of the Congress website (using the Abstract Submission link), but only after registering
(using the Registration link) no later than 15 May 2026. In order to submit abstracts, you must be
registered for the entire Congress, not just for a single day.

The first author MUST be registered for the Congress and

may not submit more than one abstract as first author.

The Scientific Committee of the Congtress, composed of the Executive Board and the Working Group
Coordinators, reserves the right to ask authors to convert their posters into oral presentations. To this
end, it is important to correctly indicate the identification code (Topics table) of the work presented.

SUMMARY

The summary must be written on a single A4 sheet (any extra pages will be discarded) with a 2 cm margin

on all four sides. Single spacing must be used, and there must be a space after punctuation marks.
The font must be Times New Roman (size 11). In special cases, underlining or italics may be used.

There should be no spaces between paragraphs, except between the title and the names/address, between
the names/address and the text, and between the text and the list of references.

The title (in bold) must be preceded by the identification code of the abstract that identifies the topic to
which it belongs (see Key Words table), in 12-point font.

The full names of the authors must be written in 11-point font. Their addresses should be written in 10-
point font on the line immediately below.

References should be cited in the text with a number and listed at the end of the text in 10-point font.
There should be no more than three references.

Any figures may be included by sacrificing part of the text space and must have a caption in 10-point
font.

POSTER

Posters (consisting of a single ‘slide’) should not be printed; they will be presented in the lecture hall
and on specially dedicated digital screens. They must be in landscape format and sent to the SBI
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secretariat in both .pdf and .jpg format by 31 July 2026. In the event of submission after this date or
submission of non-compliant materials, the organisers cannot guarantee participants the opportunity to

present their scientific contribution at the conference.

As the posters will be projected in the lecture theatre to support a brief description of the research carried

out, we stronely recommend using a graphical abstract format with a few key images and bullet points.

The contact person for the organisation of abstracts is the S.B.I. Secretariat (tel. +39 055.2757379 -
sbi@unifi.it).

Authors are required to complete and send a release form by email to sbi@unifi.it to allow the material
to be disclosed.

The sample abstract file and release form can be downloaded from the website on the pages dedicated

to the Congress.



